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Halton Police Update
I and my colleagues have been 
engaging with Halton Regional Police 
Services over your concerns regarding 
crime in our Town, including the rise 
in car thefts and recent violent car 
jacking. My colleagues Councillors 
Sameera Ali and Adil Kahlqi, held 
a community forum with Halton 
Regional Police on March 4th at the 
Milton Sports Centre. Officers Mark 
and Dwayne provided information on 
crime statistics, police initiatives and 
task forces, as well as prevention tips. 

HERE ARE THE 
MAIN TAKE-AWAYS: 
• Car thefts are on the rise across 

North America, with push-start 
vehicles being the most widely 
stolen cars. 

• Thefts take around 45 second from 
start to finish.

• Maintaining lots of exterior lighting 
around the vehicles, as well as 
working security cameras/camera 
doorbells is helpful in deterring 
thieves and assisting police in 
identifying them from video 
footage, especially in rural areas. 

• A simple steering wheel lock, like 
The Club, can be an extremely 
effective deterrent.  

• The recent violent crimes (shooting 
in October 2022 and car-jacking 
in February 2023) were very 
concerning to police, and they 
updated the public regularly with 
their progress in solving those 
cases. One of the car-jacking 
suspects has been taken into 
custody and police are confident 
they will arrest the other soon (at 
time of publication). 

• Despite the traumatic and alarming 
recent events, police reassured 
that the data and crime statistics 
still show Halton as the SAFEST 
community in the country for over 
23 years in a row. 

We are grateful to police for their 
ongoing work to keep us safe and 
educate us on how to deter crime and 
avoid being victimized by criminals. 
You can direct your questions to Milton 
Staff Sergeant Mark Pidberezny: 
mark.pidberenzy@haltonpolice.ca - 
905-825-4747 ext. 2467

2023 Budget
Milton Council approved the 2023 
budget on Jan. 23, 2023, resulting 
in  Milton’s portion of the property 
tax bill increasing by 7.99%, with an 
estimated overall blended rate of 4.42 
per cent with the regional portion. 
The average overall household 
property tax bill may increase in 2023 
by $31.09 per $100,000 of residential 
assessment.

The average residential home in Milton 
assessed by the MPAC at $600,000 
can expect to pay approximately 
$4,407.30 in property taxes for 2023.
This budget allows and investment of 
$63 million in capital projects and $184 
million through the operating budget 
to deliver programs and services to 
Milton’s growing community.   

THE 2023 BUDGET 
INCLUDES INVESTMENT IN:
• Customer service
• Modernization of services
• Sustainability
• Asset management
• Quality community assets

Budget Chair, Regional Councillor 
Sameera Ali, explained the impact 
of these investments: “we are taking 
meaningful steps to make key 
strategic investments in road safety, 
park developments, infrastructure 
renewal and future growth.” 

2023 Budget highlights can be found 
at: https://www.milton.ca/en/town-
hall/budget-and-finance.aspx

Melting into Spring!
Happy Spring everyone! Late winter 
snow storms are giving way to the 
spring melt, and soon the days will 
grow longer with light and warmth. 
Of course, there is a watery phase 
before things get really good, and its 
important to stay safe as waterways 
and storm water management 
ponds rise. Please remind the young 
people in your lives to stay far away 
from waterways and ponds. Also 
keep an eye on your basements for 
flooding and let myself or Town of 
Milton staff know if you see water 
gathering or flooding on public 
roadways or sidewalks. Keep those 
rubber boots handy and before 
long, it will be time to join in with 
those community clean-ups and 
communal gardening projects!
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Did you know? 
A “windRow” is the ridge of snow 
left at the end of a driveway after 
the plow passes by. And it is also 
the bane of many a Canadian 
existence.
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Reid Road Reservoir 
Quarry Update 
On January 24th, Regional Councillor 
Colin Best and I were able to have 
a short meeting with the Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Forestry Minister 
Graydon. The purpose of the meeting 
was to bring the community’s concerns 
to the Minister’s attention and ask for an 
update on the Quarry application.  

Councillor Best, who was at the meeting 
in person, brought an ACTION handout 
which he left with the Minister. I, 
attending via zoom, then laid out a brief 
history of the application, including the 
presentations of ACTION to Council, the 
Environmental Assessment (EA) that 
was ordered, the community’s position, 
the problems with the location, and 
the concerns about adverse affects, 
particularly air quality and compromising 
the water table. I mentioned the work of 
ACTION in educating council, mobilizing 
the community, and retaining experts to 
examine the technical aspects and health 
considerations. 

Councillor Best highlighted the town’s 
and region’s ongoing opposition to 
the application and listed reasons 
why another quarry, particularly in 
this location, is unnecessary, and 
cautioned the Minister that approving 
the application would set a slippery 
precedent that would backfire. Councillor 
Best reiterated the problematic 
proposed blasting under the water table 
and stated that many urban homes, as 
well as rural ones, depend on this water 
source, Councillor Best and I both asked 
the Minister and his staff to carefully 
consider the detrimental effects of the 
quarry if/when the application comes to 
him for approval. 

The Minister took our comments well 
and thanked us for bringing them to him. 
He started by acknowledging that the 
application process is a comprehensive 
one that is currently in a “holding 
pattern” due to the EA, not yet having 
been started by the quarry. Once the 
EA is complete, he said that a thorough 
and comprehensive review would be 
undertaken before any consideration for 
an extraction application is undertaken. 
He empathized with the community’s 
frustration at the slowness and 
recognized that the public wanted to 
see a concrete result. We will continue to 
monitor the process, and will share any 
news we receive. 

Citizen Engagement 
Survey 
The Town of Milton has shared results 
of its first Citizen Engagement Survey 
which will help ensure that Town goals 
and objectives reflect the needs and 
priorities of residents. This survey 
was conducted via random telephone 
contact, and results were weighted by 
age, gender and household income to 
reflect the Town’s demographics in the 
2021 Census data.
Highlights of the survey and areas of 
resident focus include: 
• Transportation, development and 

infrastructure, and economic items 
top the list of residents’ focus.  

• Local festivals and events, and 
outdoor recreation opportunities are 
the top features that residents say 
make Milton liveable.

• Most respondents were satisfied with 
the quality of Town services, and 
positively rated the respect, timeliness 
and knowledge of Town employees. 

• Residents felt that more improvement 
can be made in the areas of roads 
planning and managing growth.

Forum Research Inc. conducted the 
survey and analysis on behalf of the 
Town of Milton, ensuring responses were 
strictly confidential, anonymous, and 
voluntary.
See the results here: https://www.
milton.ca/en/living-in-milton/citizen-
engagement-survey.aspx

Rural Internet Update  
300 more rural households will be 
connected to high speed, broadband 
internet. MP Adam van Koeverden and 
MPP Parm Gill, along with Regional 
Chair Gary Carr and Mayor Gord Krantz 
made the announcement on March 16th 
at Milton Public Library. The project is 
being funded by a federal and provincial 
partnership that will expand rural 
connectivity with an infusion of $2.4 
million. Councillor Best, Councillor Khalqi, 
and I were in attendance to receive 
the announcement and ask questions 
from the provider, Cogeco. At time of 
publication, locations and timeline were 
still being finalized. Thanks to residents 
for helping us advocate, to Cindy Lunau 
for her previous work on the issue, and 
to our federal and provincial partners for 
working together to get us connected. 
We are not at the finish line yet, but each 
additional project brings us closer to the 
goal of full connectivity by 2025.

26th Annual 
Nassagaweya 
Roadside Cleanup
Sat. April 22nd to 
Sat. April 29th, 2022
Provided by Mike McLaughlin. 

The Spring melt is upon us, and so 
is the roadside garbage that comes 
beneath it. The Nassagaweya 
Community Consultation 
Committee (NCCC) and Destination 
Campbellville Community 
Association (DCCA) are asking 
Nassagaweya residents to please 
come out and spend a few hours 
clearing streets and roadsides in your 
area during the week of Sat. April 
22nd to Sat. April 29th. Participants 
pick the day(s) and times most 
convenient for them.
At the end of that week, there will be 
a celebratory community BBQ on Sat 
April 29th from noon until 2pm at the 
Nassagaweya Tennis Club (east side 
of Guelph Line just below Mohawk 
Raceway).

To register visit: www.campbellville.
net. Specify how many bags and 
pairs of gloves you need, and they 
will be delivered to your address. 
Please clean up around your 
property and then place the bags 
with your household trash. Halton 
Region has generously supplied tags 
for the extra garbage bags. If you 
have questions, please call Betty 
Robertson at (519) 856-0401 or email:  
roadsidecleanup@campbellville.
net.  Please order by Tues. Apr. 18th 
to allow volunteers enough time to 
drop off your supplies. Let’s keep 
our beautiful community clean and 
healthy!
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2023 Milton Youth Awards – 
Nominations Open
I am always so impressed, (and often left feeling humbly 
underachieved) by the winners of the Milton Youth Awards. 
There are some astonishingly talented and dedicated youth 
in our community, and the MY Awards are an opportunity to 
highlight their accomplishments. 
Nominations are now open for the 2023 Milton Youth Awards 
and can be submitted online at: https://www.milton.ca/en/
living-in-milton/youth-awards.aspx  from Feb. 7th  to April 
4th. The awards are organized by the Milton Youth Task 
Force and recognize local youth, from Grade 7 to 12, who are 
making valuable contributions to the Milton community

THIS YEAR, THERE ARE 
NINE AWARD CATEGORIES:

• Youth Artist of the Year
• Youth Athlete of the Year
• Youth Champion of the Year
• Youth Supporter of the Year
• Youth Eco Activist of the Year
• Youth Change-Maker of the Year
• Outstanding Youth Group of the Year
• Youth Citizen of the Year
• Rising Leader of the Year

Snow Events
What looked to be a rather uneventful winter certainly picked 
up momentum with a vengeance in the last week of February 
and first weeks of March. On Friday March 3rd, we received a 
tremendous amount of snow in a very short timeframe.   Our 
snow crews and snow equipment operators worked around 
the clock, along with our operations staff. While the operation 
was not perfect, the roadways were cleared effectively and 
in keeping with our snow removal procedures and policies.  
Despite the hard and dedicated work of our crews, there 
were some residents who let their frustration with the 
weather get the best of them, and one person was arrested 
for physically attacking and damaging a snow plow. To the 
residents who patiently weathered the storm and accepted 
the fun of a Canadian winter with stride - thank you. To those 
residents who brought issues and oversights to our attention 
in a reasonable and respectful manner, thank you. 
No one should be submitted to abuse, fear, or harassment for 
clearing our snow-covered streets. 

If you have questions about snow removal policies, have a 
constructive complaint or suggestion, or would like to apply 
for next year’s windrow removal program, please contact 
me.  And please remember to clear the ice and snow from the 
sidewalks adjacent to your property. This is your responsibility 
as a homeowner with a sidewalk. 
https://www.milton.ca/en/living-in-milton/snow-removal.
aspx 

Happy Holi!
I was pleased to attend the Hindu 
Canadian Foundation’s Holi 
celebration. Holi is an ancient  festival 
that celebrates the triumph of good 
over evil and is characterized by the 
joyous “throwing of colours” when 
celebrants playfully douse each 
other in brightly coloured powders. 
It is always lots of fun! I encourage 
everyone to learn more from your 
neighbours about their festivals. 
Attend one and you won’t regret it! Google Maps

International Women’s Week - March 6th - 10th, 2023. 
One of my favourite weeks of the year is International Women’s Week, with 
special focus on International Women’s Day on March 8th. International Women’s 
Day (IWD) is a global day celebrating the social, economic, cultural, and political 
achievements of women and serves as a call to action for advancing the equality 
of women in our societies. The theme for IWD 2023 is #EmbraceEquity. The Town 
of Milton and Region of Halton held several great events highlighting the work 
and advancement of women in our communities and I was pleased to attend the 
Haltech HerHalton Women’s Day Breakfast bringing together women technology 
entrepreneurs. I brought greetings on behalf of Milton Town Council and Mayor 
Krantz and heard some incredible speakers. More powerful women were sharing 
their stories at the “KATHA: Celebrating Different Shades & Stories of Women” 
event hosted by South Asian Mommies of Milton at the Milton Arts Centre, and 
the audience was treated to a beautiful dance by Chhanda Das Saxena. And it 
wouldn’t be International Women’s Day without  Women’s Day March through 
downtown Milton organized by the CFUW (Canadian Federation of University 
women) immediately following the Mayor’s proclamation and flag raising. Join 
me in congratulating and celebrating the wonderful accomplishments of women 
in our lives, and commit to creating a world of equity for all women. 
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Overnight Parking Exceptions Increased
Many residents know that there is currently a limit of 18 on-
street parking exceptions per year/per licence plate. At our 
March 6th council meeting, council voted to increase the 
number of exceptions to 25, effective April 10th. Temporary 
on-street parking exceptions are meant to accommodate 
those who need to park on the street for more than five 
hours or overnight between the hours of 2 a.m. to 6 a.m. 
This increase gives Miltonians one of the highest levels of 
on-street parking among similar municipalities. I expressed 
concern that it may interfere with snow removal operations, 
already difficult to complete, and although this measure was 
presented as “temporary” pending the resolution of more 
systemic parking problems, I explained at council that such 
a change would be difficult to ever reverse. Nonetheless, we 
proceeded with approving the increase. 

On-street parking exceptions are still not permitted in the 
following circumstances:
• During snow removal operations (i.e. no on-street parking 

is permitted during snow events, to allow for snow plows)
• Commercial vehicles over 6.7 metres in length or 2.6 

metres in height
• School buses and commercial coaches
• Derelict vehicles, unlicensed vehicles and immobile trailers
Drivers can apply for on-street parking exceptions and learn 
more about the Town’s parking regulations by visiting 
milton.ca/parking.

Traffic Calming 
One of the most prolific resident concerns I encounter is 
road safety, in both urban and rural areas. Speeding, careless 
driving, and  irresponsible motorists in general pose a serious 
problem for the safety of pedestrians, other motorists, and 
property owners. At council, I and my colleagues have 
pushed to prioritize necessary traffic calming initiatives such 
as lowering speed limits and installing speed humps. Traffic 
Calming is a strategy which uses physical implementations 
(such as speed humps and painted installations) to reduce 
the negative effects of so much vehicular activity in our 
community.

At our Council meeting on March 6th, Council approved 
an update to the Town’s Traffic Calming Policy. The policy 
outlines the use of traffic calming measures in residential 
areas, to address concerns about traffic speeding and 
excessive volume in a reasonable manner. Factors such as 
traffic volumes, traffic speeds, short-cutting traffic, collisions, 
sidewalks and pedestrian use are all considered when creating 
traffic calming policy. 

Council has approved the staff recommendation to lower 
the threshold required for traffic speed and volume when 
analysing traffic calming implementations, meaning that 
there are now more opportunities and locations for traffic 
calming strategy to be implemented. I have been advocating 
for speed enforcement cameras in particular problem areas, 
also. 

Residents can submit requests for implementing physical 
traffic calming (e.g. speed humps) on local and collector 
Town roads (other strategies are in the works to address 
problematic arterial roads, like Martin Street). Traffic calming 
applications are accepted from January 1 to September 
30 each year, for implementation the following year. An 
application form is available by contacting https://forms.
milton.ca/ContactUs/Engineering

MEDAC is BACK!  
Milton Economic Development Advisory Committee (MEDAC)  
is back with a refreshed strategic vision for bringing the issues 
and ideas of our economic business community to Milton 
Council. It is important for Council to receive strategic advice 
from the business community on economic development 
issues facing our business sector, particularly in the current 
economic climate of inflation and supply challenges.  With 
several clusters of economic development focus, including 
logistics, manufacturing, supply chain, and more, MEDAC 
will strive to engage our businesses and strategic partners. 
MEDAC is currently comprised of committee members 
from a broad spectrum of industries, providing experience, 
knowledge and guidance relating to the Milton and GTA 
markets.

I will be chairing MEDAC for the current council term, and look 
forward to learning from our business leaders. For further 
information, explore our website: https://www.milton.ca/en/
business-and-development/economic-development.aspx 

North Halton’s First Hospice has a Home!
The Townsend Smith Foundation has acquired the land 
upon which North Halton’s first palliative care hospice 
residence will be built. The current site of Hillcrest United 
Church at Trafalgar Road and 5 Sideroad in Halton Hills is 
the spot, and the Foundation is gearing up for its Capital 
Campaign.  Several fundraisers to benefit the Foundation 
are coming up, including a fashion show fundraiser on 
April 13th, and TSF’s own Hike for Hospice on May 13, 
2023, and Golf Tournament this summer. For sponsorship 
opportunities or to purchase tickets, visit runwayforhospice.
com and townsend-smith.ca 

Community Spotlight -  PRISM MILTON
PRISM Milton is a group comprised of advocates and peers 
of Milton’s 2SLGBTQIA community. PRISM works with 
partners across Halton and Ontario to advance, support, and 
celebrate 2SLGBTQIA life in an inclusionary, diverse, and 
equitable spirit. With fun events, education, and partnerships 
with community groups, PRISM is always looking to embrace 
new friends, neighbours, and allies. If you are interested in the 
group’s activities, or would like to volunteer for future events, 
contact Melanie Tremills: miltonprism@gmail.com.

Watch for the Summer 2023 
Issue of Councillor Kristina Tesser 
Derksen’s Ward 1 Review, coming 

June 2023. 
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