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Budget 
The first major project for this 
new Council is to finalize and 
approve our 2023 budget. 

In a time that everyone is feeling 
the pinch from inflation, the 2023 
proposed budget represents a 
continued strategic investment in 
Milton at a sensitively reasonable 
investment price to taxpayers. 
Council clarified its budget 
priorities by developing the 2020-
23 Council Staff Work Plan. This 
vision of the future “strives for 
abundant economic opportunity for 
residents, educational opportunities 
for youth, and a community that 
leads in sustainability, diversity and 
inclusion”. The proposed increase 
for the Town of Milton portion of 
property tax is 7.96%. This would 
result in an overall added dollar 
amount of $29.99 per $100,000 of 
assessed property (MPAC) value on 
your tax bill. 

THE THEMES FOR 2023 
PROPOSED BUDGET 
INCLUDE:

• Customer service
• Modernization of services
• Sustainability – environmental and 

financial
• Quality community assets
• Asset Management

The capital budget seeks $63 million 
dollars in 2023, in order to cover the 
construction and repair of 131 of the 
Town’s infrastructure, fleet and bus 
purchases, and corporate studies 
projects. The work of installing 
new assets and maintaining older 
ones can be very costly. The Town 
continues to “actively pursue 
all available external funding 
opportunities to reduce the impact 
on taxpayers.” Taxpayers will be 
interested to know that in the 2023 
budget, $26.6 million (42%) of 
capital project expenses are funded 
from external sources, primarily 
development charge revenue. 
That’s why the impacts of Bill 23 
(see below) are being so closely 
analyzed.

Meanwhile, our 2023 operating 
budget of $183.8 million supports 
our daily services such as snow 
removal, grass cutting, recreation 
programs, and fire services. Half of 
our operating expenses in 2023 will 
be covered by non-property tax 
revenues.

The overall proposed blended 
increase is 4.26%. This is the overall 
impact as a result of your tax 
contribution to the Town of Milton, 
Halton Region, and school board, of 
which the Town of Milton’s portion 
is 3.08% (or $21.64 of that $29.99 
mentioned above). Remember: this 
is PROPOSED, and council has not 
yet debated or voted on the budget 
and property tax increase - that 
will happen at the January 23rd 
meeting of council. You can provide 
your input to your councillors by 
contacting them directly.

https://www.milton.ca/en/town-
hall/2023-budget.aspx

2022, Adieu to You!
With a new council term beginning 
and another year drawing to a close, 
it’s a natural time for reflections 
on the achievements and lessons 
of the past 12 months. Firstly, I 
reflect on the pride I have for our 
community’s ongoing support 
of local business, charities, and 
each other as we continue to put 
the pandemic further behind us. 
Secondly, I personally reflect on 
my gratitude to all those who 
participated in the 2022 municipal 
election that took place on October 
24th – candidates, staff, volunteers, 
and especially, the voters! While the 
overall turnout of 28% could have 
been much better, I and my elected 
colleagues are grateful for the 
questions, engagement, and support 
we received as we navigated this 
election. 

I wish all of you the very best of the 
season and look forward to a new 
year, a new council term, and new 
challenges that we will face and 
solve together!
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Its Snow Season! Please do not park on the street during the winter months as it greatly hinders the ability of 
our plows to clear ice and snow from our roadways. You can track plowing progress in real time by downloading the 
myMilton mobile app or visiting the tacker at: https://www.milton.ca/en/living-in-milton/snow-removal.aspx

MILTON WARD 1, KRISTINA TESSER DERKSEN 1



MILTON WARD 1, KRISTINA TESSER DERKSEN 2

Bill 23 
Bill 23 was introduced by the province on October 25th, the 
day after the municipal elections, and has been in the news 
ever since. It’s a sweeping bill that touches on development in a 
number of ways:

• major changes to the existing Greenbelt (removing 7200 acres of 
existing Greenbelt and adding 9400 acres from a different location 
(note that Halton’s Greenbelt land appears to be unaffected, for now), 

• allowing up to three residential “units” (i.e. a basement or garden 
suite) on one lot, 

• increasing housing density near transit hubs, 
• removing the ability of third parties (i.e. residents and advocacy 

groups) to appeal development decisions,
• reducing charges payable by developers that municipalities have 

traditionally relied on,
• removing regional involvement in Planning Act processes, 
• giving the province ability to regulate rental property replacements, 
• significant changes to the Conservation Authorities Act, and the 

Heritage Act.

The Town of Milton’s official position is that the Town is “supportive of 
a shared vision to provide varied housing,” and commits that we will be 
able to meet the new housing targets the province has set forth, but its 
difficult to form a position with so little time to review and understand 
the volume of changes in the legislation. Our planning staff, therefore, are 
reviewing the Bill with our legal advisors, and working on determining 
the required infrastructure and community services that the Town may 
need to plan for as a result of the planning and housing changes. Of 
particular focus is the need to ensure that added costs of these changes 
are not inappropriately downloaded onto property tax payers, given the 
reduced access to development charges.

While Milton’s growth plan is “strategic and sustainable and creates 
compact, complete, mixed-use communities with a full range of 
intensified residential, employment, and retail in the right locations”, 
my personal concerns are with the environmental impacts of the Bill, 
and with the lack of consultation with citizens, indigenous groups, 
municipalities, and other stakeholders.  

Mayor Krantz sent letter a letter to the province on Nov. 24, asking for 
the commenting period for municipalities to be extended, but the Bill 
received Royal Assent on Monday, November 28th. Given the speed 
and timing of the introduction of Bill 23, municipalities have not had 
time to review, ask questions, or mobilize collective responses to the 
Bill. Our planners at the Town of Milton have been working through 
the legislation to interpret and summarize the practical impacts on our 
town and an educational workshop on Bill 23 is planned for Council in 
February 2023. 

Green Corner
Throughout 2022, the Town of Milton 
completed several tactical items in 
our Climate Action Plan, including the 
installation of solar panels at Sherwood 
Community Centre, the expansion of 
the Community Garden at Sunny Mount 
Park, introducing a hybrid vehicle 
into the Town fleet, and continuing to 
implement our urban forestry plan. The 
Town also hosted a “Road to Net Zero” 
event at our Innovation Centre where 
attendees learned from business and 
education leaders who have successfully 
achieved sustainability targets. In 2023, I 
will make it my continued job to advance 
the sustainability and climate mitigation 
work that we have started, and continue 
to work with our community and citizen 
groups to reduce our negative impacts 
on the environment. 

Inauguration
On Nov. 21, 2022, the newly elected Council was inaugurated at 
The Milton Centre for the Arts. Members were sworn in and given 
an opportunity to convey their thanks and thoughts. Mayor Krantz 
was re-elected for a 16th term as mayor. Regional Councillors Colin 
Best in Ward 1 and Rick Malboeuf in Ward 2 were unopposed in 
the eleceti9on and acclaimed. Returning councillors are comprised 
of Sameera Ali (now regional councillor for Ward 4) and local 
Councillors John Challinor for Ward 2, and myself for Ward 1. Three 
new councillors joined, with Sarah Marshall as local councillor 
for Ward 4, and new Regional Councillor Sammy Ijaz and local 
Councillor Adil Khalqi, both for Ward 3. Overall, the 2022-2026 
council is wonderfully balanced with experience, new perspectives, 
diversity and professional backgrounds. We will work together to 
advance the quality of life for the residents of Milton.  
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BRONTE STREET (NORTH OF MAIN ST., MILTON) 
This is a big project that will see the curving road 
straightened out and a new bridge installed. Bronte 
Street will reopen on Dec. 22, 2022  for the winter, but 
will close again in Spring 2023 at the CP tracks, and will 
remain closed until approximately Fall 2023, when it will 
finally reopen at project completion. The Businesses at Mill 
and Bronte are open and you can access them from Main 
Street (by turning north onto Bronte from the Main/Bronte 
intersection, or from coming west along Mill). Businesses 
like Aspire Climbing and The Gallery Upstairs are open 
throughout construction and ready for holiday patrons!

WOODWARD AVENUE
The work along Woodward Avenue has been slow and 
frustrating. This is a Regional project to upgrade water 
and wastewater infrastructure, that has been delayed well 
beyond its original anticipated completion. I recognize 
residents’ frustrations, and so Councillor Best and I have 
been asking for regular updates from staff, as well as 
highlighting some safety concerns that residents have 
contacted me about, and which our staff have addressed 
with the contractor for immediate correction.  Work will 
cease on Dec. 23 for a holiday break, but no projected 
completion date is available. 

Townsend Smith 
Many of you will know that I am a 
Board Member and Chair of the 
Fundraising Committee of the 
Townsend Smith Foundation. 
Happily, on November 29th, a day 
known as “Giving Tuesday” (meant 
to counterbalance the Black Friday 
and Cyber Monday days of consumer 
consumption), our community came 
together to unveil a “Future Home” 
sign at the site of what will be our 
future hospice. This was a great 
celebration and many community 
volunteers, elected folks, and 
members of the TSF Board were 
present to observe this milestone. 
Now, we begin our campaign to 
raise the money for construction. 
For information on opportunities to 
volunteer or donate, please contact 
me, or visit: 
https://www.townsend-smith.ca/

Quarry
There has been no news on the 
Reid Reservoir Quarry since my last 
newsletter. Our staff are reviewing 
the newly proposed Bill 23 to see 
if any of that legislation will impact 
the current quarry application or our 
ability to be involved in the process. 
I have requested a meeting with 
the Minister of Natural Resources 
and Forestry, Graydon Smith, and 
we anticipate the meeting will be 
scheduled in 2023. The Town and 
Region continue to support the 
JART (Joint Agency Review Team) 
process and await news on the 
required Environmental Assessment, 
which has not been initiated by the 
quarry company as of the time of 
writing. Nothing can move ahead 
on the quarry application until 
that Environmental Assessment is 
complete.

Campbellville 
Santa Clause Parade

The 48th annual Santa Claus Parade 
will be held on Sunday, December 
18th beginning at 1pm through 
Campbellville village. This parade 
is organized though the hard work 
of the DCCC and depends on 
donations from participants and the 
community. 

For information,  
contact Jennifer: 
president@campbellville.net  

or Liz:  
parade@campbellville,net

See you at the parade!

Guelph Line Improvements 
There has been some welcomed improvements on our rural roadways, particularly the lengthy Guelph Line improvement 
project. This work has included the installation of three sets of traffic lights along Guelph Line at 32 Sideroad, No 25 
Sideroad (activated December 1st), and No. 20 Sideroad. Guelph Line reopened for local traffic in late November, (with 
through traffic to be detoured along Fourth Line). Concerns from residents on Fourth Line have been received and I 
have discussed these concerns with the Regional staff and Halton Regional Police, including Sergeant Rick Dodds, who 
presented to the Nassagaweya Community Consultation Committee at their December meeting.

Google Maps

Construction 
I receive many questions from residents about the status of ongoing road work projects.
Here are updates on some of the most asked-about: 
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Pedestrian Crosswalk in Campbellville 
The Region is in the process of designing the pedestrian crosswalk at Guelph 
Line and Crawford Crescent, currently anticipated to be complete by summer 
2023. This will provide a safe crossing for pedestrians and encourage them 
to visit the village businesses on both sides of Guelph Line. 

Conestoga 
On December 2nd, I attended an event held by Conestoga College, at 
which the college announced a planned campus at Parkhill Drive in Milton’s 
commercial area, just north of the 401. The Parkhill Campus will evolve in 
conjunction with the future Milton Education Village (MEV) campus that will 
include Laurier University, Schlegel Villages (for a long term care facility), and 
dedicated land for a palliative hospice residence. The Parkhill Campus opens 
in January 2024 and will eventually accommodate up to 2000 students 
in supply chain, business, community and social service, and information 
technology programs. I was proud to support the adoption of the MEV 
secondary plan in December, 2021, which will facilitate the development of 
a complete community that incorporates university and college education 
with many neighbourhood amenities that will make the MEV an innovative 
and welcoming neighbourhood. 

Ice rink program
The Town of Milton launched a new outdoor neighbourhood ice rink program. 
This is a collaborative project between residents and the Town wherein 
volunteers will be involved in constructing and maintaining outdoor rinks for 
community use. Town staff will support the installation of the rinks, train the 
community volunteers, and provide tips on maintenance. This year, applications 
were received and approved for four locations – Scott Neighbourhood Park 
East, Laurier Park, Meighen Park, and Wilmott Park. In consulting with rural 
residents, it became apparent to me that the requirement for an ample 
water source  (to flood the ice nightly) made a community-maintained rink 
in Campbellville, Moffat, Brookville, or Nassagaweya virtually impossible. I am 
working on a solution for this, and have a commitment from our senior staff to 
prepare a solution that will support a rural rink for next winter. 

I wish everyone the best of the season and look  
forward to welcoming a new year with all of you!

Watch for the next Issue of Ward 1 Review in March 2023. 
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Important Contacts 

HALTON POLICE 
905-878-5511 or 
519-853-2111 
Emergency : 911 

POISON CONTROL 
1-800-268-9017 

TELEHEALTH  
ONTARIO 
1-866-797-0000 

MILTON DISTRICT HOSPITAL 
905-878 -2383 

HALTON REGION 
(waste, recycling, etc.)  
905-825-6000 or 
1-866-442-5866 or 311 

MILTON TOWN HALL 
905-878-7252 

BYLAW 
ENFORCEMENT  
905-878-7252 ext .2137  

MILTON FIRE 
DEPARTMENT 
905-878-9251 

BURN PERMITS 
On-line:  
http://burnpermits.milton.ca 

ANIMAL CONTROL 
905-878-7252, ext. 2254 

MILTON HYDRO 
905-876-4611 
To report an outage: 
1-844-NOHYDRO (664-9376) 
or Twitter: @MiltonHydro 


